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6,780 perpetrators have already gotten 
their hands on guns through the loop-
hole. 

Where are House Republicans? You 
got it. They are on vacation. 

So shame on House Republicans for 
not acting to protect our communities 
from the epidemic of gun violence by 
passing 100 percent background checks 
no matter where a gun is purchased 
and preventing terrorists from buying 
a gun when they can’t even get on a 
plane. Shame on House Republicans for 
cutting and running on the American 
people. 

f 

CONGRESS’ APPROVAL RATING 

(Ms. DEGETTE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, a recent 
poll showed that Congress has an ap-
proval rating of 12 percent. Nobody in 
their right mind would ever think that 
is a good rating. 

It is no wonder that our poll ratings 
are so low. We have left now for 7 
weeks—52 days, as you have heard— 
without funding Zika, despite the fact 
that it is spreading throughout the 
Southwest United States and the terri-
tories. 

We have left now for 52 days—7 
weeks—without passing commonsense 
gun safety legislation, despite the ter-
rible tragedies we are seeing in all of 
our communities every day. 

We have left town without addressing 
the opioid epidemic in any meaningful 
way through funding. 

Now, listen. Our constituents didn’t 
send us here to go on vacation. They 
have sent us here to do the work of the 
people. And anybody who thinks that 
the people—our constituents—are not 
going to notice that we are not here 
doing this work for 7 weeks doesn’t un-
derstand what the House Democratic 
Caucus intends to do for the next 2 
months, because we intend to remind 
our constituents every single day of 
the job that we were elected to do. 

f 

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE 
SENATE 

A further message from the Senate 
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has agreed to 
the following resolution: 

S. RES. 534 

Whereas William L. Armstrong (in this 
preamble referred to as ‘‘Bill Armstrong’’) 
was born in Fremont, Nebraska, and at-
tended Tulane University and the University 
of Minnesota; 

Whereas Bill Armstrong was a broadcaster 
and owner of media outlets, such as radio 
stations and newspapers; 

Whereas Bill Armstrong served in the 
Army National Guard of the United States 
from 1957 to 1963, which brought him to Colo-
rado; 

Whereas at age 25 Bill Armstrong was 
elected to the Colorado House of Representa-
tives, where he served from 1963 to 1964; 

Whereas Bill Armstrong then served in the 
Colorado Senate from 1965 to 1972, where he 

became Majority Leader after only 4 years of 
service; 

Whereas Bill Armstrong served the people 
of Colorado in the United States House of 
Representatives from 1973 to 1979 and in the 
United States Senate from 1979 to 1991; 

Whereas Bill Armstrong served honorably 
as the Chairman of the Senate Republican 
Policy Committee from 1985 to 1991; 

Whereas Bill Armstrong was a strong con-
servative who consistently advocated for 
such matters as fiscal discipline and tax re-
form, pay and benefits for military service 
members, and the support of small busi-
nesses; 

Whereas Bill Armstrong worked to pass 
the Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981 (Pub-
lic Law 97-34, 95 Stat. 172) and was recognized 
multiple times with the ‘‘Taxpayers’ Friend’’ 
award by the National Taxpayers Union; 

Whereas Bill Armstrong was named the 
‘‘military pay champion’’ of the Senate by 
the Army Times; 

Whereas Bill Armstrong was an ardent 
champion of small business; 

Whereas Bill Armstrong earned the 
‘‘Guardian of Small Business’’ award from 
the National Federation of Independent 
Business, and the Colorado Association of 
Commerce and Industry Public Service 
Award in 1982 for his distinguished service to 
the people of Colorado; 

Whereas Bill Armstrong was instrumental 
to the passage of title I of Public Law 96-560 
(94 Stat. 3265) (commonly known as the ‘‘Col-
orado National Forest Wilderness Act of 
1980’’), which preserved 1,400,000 acres of 
land; 

Whereas Bill Armstrong continued to serve 
the people of Colorado for the last 10 years as 
president of Colorado Christian University; 

Whereas Bill Armstrong possessed a strong 
faith and lived his life accordingly; 

Whereas Bill Armstrong led hundreds of 
prayer breakfasts and served on the board of 
Campus Crusade for Christ and Christian 
Businessmen’s Committee USA; 

Whereas Bill Armstrong was a person of 
firm principle, worked towards meaningful 
solutions, and described himself as ‘‘rel-
atively inflexible on principles, but flexible 
on the details’’; 

Whereas, throughout his life, Bill Arm-
strong demonstrated great integrity and re-
markable leadership; and 

Whereas Bill Armstrong touched the lives 
of all those he served and helped families 
across Colorado through his devotion to pub-
lic service: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) the Senate has heard with profound sor-

row and deep regret the announcement of the 
death of the Honorable William L. Arm-
strong, former member of the United States 
Senate; 

(2) the Senate instructs the Secretary of 
the Senate to communicate this resolution 
to the House of Representatives and trans-
mit an enrolled copy of this resolution to the 
family of William L. Armstrong; and 

(3) when the Senate adjourns on the date of 
adoption of this resolution, it stands ad-
journed as a further mark of respect to the 
memory of the Honorable William L. Arm-
strong. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate disagrees to the amendment of 
the House to the bill (S. 2943) ‘‘An Act 
to authorize appropriations for fiscal 
year 2017 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military 
construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for 
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses.’’, and agrees to the request from 

the House for a conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on with instructions, and appoints Mr. 
MCCAIN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. 
WICKER, Ms. AYOTTE, Mrs. FISHER, Mr. 
COTTON, Mr. ROUNDS, Mrs. ERNST, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. LEE, Mr. 
GRAHAM, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. REED, Mr. NEL-
SON, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. MANCHIN, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. DONNELLY, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KING, and Mr. 
HEINRICH to be the conferees on the 
part of the Senate. 

f 

LEAVING FOR AUGUST RECESS 

(Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
of New Mexico asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of 
New Mexico. 

Mr. Speaker, when we Democrats 
held our sit-in on the floor of the 
House, I proudly stood up and said that 
call to action was, in fact, the reason I 
came to Congress—not so much the act 
itself, but the rationale behind it. 

I came to Congress to get things done 
on behalf of my constituents. In fact, it 
baffles me, along with my constituents, 
that we aren’t even allowed to debate, 
much less vote, on an issue as dire and 
as important as gun violence. 

Now House Republicans have left 
town for 7 weeks without addressing 
this very issue, and this part of the de-
bate is in every community in Amer-
ica. It is not just gun violence. We have 
not adequately dealt with the Zika 
health crisis, and we have not dealt 
with the Flint water crisis. 

I am going to go home to New Mexico 
soon, where forest fires are raging 
across the West. But we did nothing to 
support those States and the Forest 
Service that battles those fires at 
home. 

I wasn’t elected to apologize to my 
constituents every time I see them for 
the inaction of the Republican leader-
ship. We should stay in this Chamber, 
and we should do the work that our 
constituents expect and demand of us. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud that the Nation’s Capital has the 
strongest gun safety laws in the coun-
try. Yet the Capitol complex was on 
lockdown Tuesday as D.C. Police 
chased suspects armed with a machine 
gun and shooting at police near the 
Capitol. 

People and their guns travel in inter-
state commerce instantly making our 
country’s gun problem national, not 
local. D.C.’s strong gun safety laws are 
still on the books, despite pro-gun law-
suits and incessantly proposed Repub-
lican riders. But local and State laws 
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